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wait a year for his trial as his
lawyer prepares to fight a
first-degree murder charge.
Page 4

If you legislate it,
they will smoke

The Mohawk Council has
announced a special meeting
on tobacco after preliminary
results revealed a large per-
centage of people in favour
of regulations.

Page 8

It's our land, you
shmuck!

After a successful yet kooky
film relating Native land
rights with Jewish disposses-
sion, a filmmaker has brought
our fight to the synagogue.
Page 10
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Educators vow to fight Ottawa

STEVE BONSPIEL
THe EasTeRN DOOR

A newly formed group with
a vested interest in local educa-
tion has taken the bull by the
horns and is currently formulat-
ing plans to come out swinging
at the government’s proposed
First Nations Education Act in
the coming weeks.

At a meeting on Tuesday at
the Education Center, the fourth
in a series of gatherings to fight
Otrawa’s proposed act, the di-
verse group sat around a table,
dissecting the act line by line on
a projector, writing notes on the
side that highlighted key points
and “to identify what we need to
know,” according to Deidre
Diome, the Kahnawake
Combined Schools Committee’s
assigned parent rep for the
FNEA venture.

The years of educational
experience in the room was im-
pressive, and the cross section
of members, from the long-
house, the education center, the
church, the Mohawk Council,
among others, showed how dire
the situation is.

“The First Nations
Education Council has been
working on behalf of all the
communities in our region,” said
Diome. “They have hired a con-
stitutional lawyer and have been
analyzing all the drafis. It looks
as though this draft is the worst
of them all.”

The proposed act aims to
take control of Native education
away from the community, de-
spite the assertion from the
Conservatives that it was set up
to do the opposite.

A meeting with FNEC as-
sistant director Raymond Sioui
last week helped the group to fa-
miliarize themselves with dif-
ferent possibilities to fight it lo-
cally.

“We know we have to go
out and educate our staff, our
children, our families and our

Sculpting our history

Steve McComber, who also goes by the name Silver Bear, has been
sculpting in one form or anather for close to 50 years. See story on

page 18.
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community, but first we have to
understand what this document
means,” she said.

“We are waiting for the con-

stitutional review from the
FNEC and we're going to marry
that together to come out with
documents for the community.”
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A “frontline hub™ of people
who will share the information
has been formed which helped
to create a “draft working docu-
ment,” according to Diome.

“From there a committee
will be struck and there will be
working groups. We've identi-
fied things like networking with
other communities, with politi-
cal parties, consulting our teach-
ers, our staff, our parents, work-
ing with the Confederacy peo-
ple. We have a very ambitious
plan in terms of how we want to
reach out to the communiry.”

Diome talked about the EPP
(Education Partnership
Program) where Canada prom-
ised more money for signatures
from Native communities.
Kahnawake did not sign onto it,
but instead signed the First
Nations Students Success
Program (FNSSP) in April
2009. It has since been re-
signed in 2012 and is in its sec-
ond year of the new three-year
agreement.

The EPP, according to the
ed center’s director of finance
Louie John Diabo, who is also
heading the FNEA project, was
voted down by parents at an
April 6, 2011 general assembly.

Once positive results were
achieved through certain aspects
of the EPP in other communities
who signed on, Canada justified
its success and pushed forward
to take further control, Diome
said.

Part of the problem. said
Diome, is there are communities
sub-contracting their education
to the province, which takes
away the local control of that
education. In some of those in-
stances, “there were promises
made and agreements signed,
and then those promises were
not kept.” said Diome.

Diome looks at Ottawa’s
FNEA proposal as “just slashing
of money. It’s cutting everything
to the bare bones so there’s no

Continved o page &




NEWS

Outremont rabbi’s prayer book highlights stolen land

DANIEL J. ROWE
THe EAsTERN DooR

The Idle No More movement
has spanned the globe and surfaced
in some very unlikely places.

Rabbi Shachar Orenstein of
the Spanish & Portuguese
Synagogue of Montreal is a

member of Tdle No More and
leads his service with a prayer
book — with a dust cover that ac-
knowledges the theft of Native
land in North America.

“By placing this dust jacket
on my praver book and by holding
a prayer book adorned with this
dust jacket, I wish to atone for the

sin of theft because T hold in my
hands stolen property,” reads the
inleaf of the jacket under the title
“Atonement.” “The verses in this
prayer book are printed on paper
from forests growing in America —
the land stolen from the Native
Americans,” it concludes.

The rabbi made the an-

COURTESY MARC HALBERSTADT

Rabbi Shachar Orenstein reads from his sacred prayer book, while drawing attention to land stolen from the

Haudenosaunee.

presents the

o Tuesday November 12th to
o 'hursday December 12th 2013

“Who Are You?” Art Exhibit

Silhoettes of Thoughts, Feelings,
Emotions and Interests.

What makes us who we are!

GRAND OPENING:
Tuesday Nov. 12th at 7:00pm

nouncement that he would be
using the dust jacket last Sunday,
November 3 at Le Mood, an edu-
cational conference in Montreal
attended by Liberal Party of
Canada leader Justin Trudeau.

“I put on my prayer book this
cover.” said Shachar in a video
interview obtained by the Eastern
Door. “T really appreciate having
this. Every time I go to pray,
which in my tradition is three
times a day, it raises the question
whether we should be even pray-
ing using paper that may be com-
ing from stolen sources.”

VOYAGES

Filmmaker Marc Halberstadt
developed the jacket as part of a
developing gallery called “the
Most Jewish-looking Jesus in
History.” His film CowJews and
Indians — profiled in the October
25 (vol. 22, no. 42) issue of The
FEastern Door - inspired Orenstein,
who took the step and became the
first rabbi to use the dust jacket.

The jacket includes a map
with the borders of traditional
Haudenosaunee territory in be-
tween the countries of Canada
and the United States.

Continued on page 76
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NEWS

Quinones and Deer closes its doors after 23 years

TIMMY NORTON
THe EasTERN DOOR

As the word spread on social
media that Q&D’s Crafts was
closing many people stated that
they didn’t know it was still open.
“Yes we have been doing busi-
ness all along” said Linda Deer,
the D in Q&D.

It is a bit of a shock to some,
first Evelyn's Convenience closed,
and now Q&D’s, and Rabaska’s is
gone forever after the building
was torn down recently.

Deer reminisced about the
business that was started with her
sister Patricia Quinones 23 years
ago and was meant to be their re-
tirement business. “My sister
passed away 12 years ago.” said
Deer. “So I just kind of kept it
going over the last 10 or 12
vears.” Deer added that running
the store without her sister was
never the same.

The store had an ominous
opening as it was meant to debut
in July of 1990. “Well we all know
what happened in July of 1990,
said Deer, referring to the Oka
Crisis. “So the store had its offi-
cial debut in October of 1990."

At one time Q&D’s offered

\
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Q&D’s is selling off old memories and outdated stock at rock-bottom prices throughout November.

sewing and craft classes as well
as creating decorations for wed-
dings. “My sister Patricia de-
signed a lot of the decorations
and centerpieces for wedding ta-
bles,” said Deer.

Deer said that she and
Patricia did decorating for wed-
dings along with selling every-
thing under the sun for crafts
people. Deer hired Anna May
Goodleaf to continue to run

Q&D’s. “I was very lucky to have
Anna May,” said Deer. “She was
very dedicated.” Unfortunately
Anna May passed away in
October so Deer decided to close
the store down.

“The store had steady cus-
tomers,” said Deer. “Anna May
didn’t sit in the store from 9-5,
people would just call Anna May
at home and she would head over
to the store and the customer
would pick up their supplies.”

Deer said that almost every-
thing in the store will be 25 per-
cent off and maybe even mare.
She wants to get rid of everything,
Ribbons, buttons, bows, mate
beads and much more are on sale.
The big blow out began yesterday.
The sale will go on throughout
the month of November, from
Thursday to Sunday.

Deer said that some of the
stuff may end up in the garbage
but she hopes not and hopes to
sell everything she has by the end
of November.

“I don’t have any plans for
the building,” said Deer. “I will
not be opening another business
because my husband and [ are re-
tired now and we like to go camp-
ing anytime we want; you can’t do
that if you are running a business.”

Q&D’s is located near the
old Evelyn’s store and is attached
directly to Deer’s home.

Timmyn@easterndoar.com

Prayer book

Continued from page 10

“When we see that not only the
language, appearance and religion
of the Indians was attacked, but also
their land: we want to restore the
map. We want to give an honest
map,” said Halberstadt. “The new
map, realizing now that we’re living
on and profiting from a theft of
Haudenosaunee territory... Once
we see the Haudenosaunee map,
the next step is to place that on our
prayer book”

The gallery-in-progress in-
volves a series of steps that will
present “images of “Jesus” which
might have made the Holocaust
fabulously ironic, and which pres-
ents the same “Jesus™ as a new vi-
sual parable for Native Americans,”
according to Halberstadt, Jesus in
Hebrew is Y"Shua.

“Just as there is a three-way
attack on the language, race and re-
ligion of Y’Shua, there is an analo-

gous attack on the language, race,
religion — and land! — of the Native
Americans,” said Halberstadt.
Rabbi Orenstein explains
that the Jewish tradition involves
a commandment that says a good

deed that’s done through a trans-
gression should not be done.
Halberstadt gives the analo-
gy this way: “if [ stole something
from you and then gave it to char-
ity, there’s a question of whether

PRAYER
BOOK

my fulfillment of the command-
ment of charity has been invali-
dated because I did a sin to do it.”

“My invitation to clergy - not
only clergy but people of faith, peo-
ple of conscience — in the Americas

COURTESY MARC HALBERSTADT
as well as Europe, is to take a look
at this and consider putting it on
their prayer book,” said Orenstein.

danielr @easterndoor.com

Our annual sale is back!

2 for 1

on all our products.

Two days only Friday, November 15th
and Saturday, November 16th.

Band C;
njou BIvd.,

rd Accepted
100, C ay

699-8686 www.spalaberge.ca

THE EASTERN DOOR = Vol. 22 No. 44 « November §, 2013 « www.easterndoor.com



